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XIV. 


Tue Army VetTertnary Department. 


In the leading article on the new warrant for the 
officers of the A.V.D. in our number of April 19th 
we pointed out the contrast between the conditions 
of service in the A.V.D. and various medical depart- 
ments under the Crown, and expressed our opinion 
that any young man’s parents or guardians would be 
fools if they educated him for the former, when at 
the cost of a few months extra study he could qualify 
for the latter. 

The two cuttings from The Times of April 25th and 
26th should, when read together, open the eyes of any 
aspirants for the A.V.D. and* make them pause, for 
they speak for themselves as to the way the two 
services are treated by the War Office officials. 

We were at one time inclined to think that the 
neglect of the A.V.D. was due to ignorance, and were 
ready to excuse those in power, on account of the 
war pressure of work, which had perhaps caused 
them to overlook a small but important branch of the 
army. Lord Stanley’s reply to the member for North 
Sligo should lift the veil from our eyes and show that 
the appointment of this artillery colonel as inspector 
of veterinary hospitals in South Africa is a direct and 
studied insult to our profession, and we are strongly 
of opinion that it at once requires the serious attention 
of our Council. It is merely the thin edge of the 
wedge for the obliteration of the veterinary surgeon 
by the combatant officer who has been a failure in 
his legitimate walk in life. 

We seriously beg intending candidates for the 
A.V.D. to consider the step they are taking, for with- 
out private means their life will be one of genteel 
poverty, and if married of penury with the curse 
added of a struggle to keep up appearances. If they 
do possess private means and desire to go soldiering, 
gO as a combatant, between whom and the non-com- 
batant there is ‘“‘a great gulf fixed.” But we repeat 
our words, ‘avoid the A.V.D. like the plague,” for 
it seems that in the eyes of the authorities the 
most unsuccessful combatant officer is superior to any 
veterinary surgeon, no matter how high his attain- 
ments may be. ; 

If young men will commit professional suicide in 
the A.V.D. they will now do it with their eyes open, 
and when in future years they awake to the fact 
that they are “the hewers of woud end drawers of 
Water” to the army, do not let them complain that 

they had not warning of the fate in store for them. 


Times, April 25th, 1902. 
CoLoNEL LONG. 


q Mr. W. M’Kittop (Sligo, N.) asked the Secretary of 
tate for War if he was aware of the appointment of a 
Colonel Long to the position-of Inspector of Veterinary 


Hospitals in South Africa; would he state if this was the 
officer who lost his guns at Colenso, and what other 
eemmwenioane he possessed for this particular appoint- 
ment. 

LorD STaNLEy.—Colonel Long, who is now Inspector 
of Veterinary Hospitals in South Africa, is the artillery 
officer mentioned. He has a great practical knowledge 
of horses and has long been known as one of the best 
horse masters in the Royal Artillery. He has done 
excellent service in the Remount Department for several 
months. (Cheers.) 


Times, April 26th, 1902. 
Army Mepicat Service. 

The King has been pleased, by Royal Warrant dated 
March 24, 1902, to approve of the Surgeon General, who 
holds the appointment of Director-General, Army Medical 
Service, ranking as a Lieut.-General. 


CanpipaTEs FOR CounciL. 


As a guide to members of the profession resident 
abroad we desire to state that at this time only three 
members have been formally nominated as candi- 
dates :— 

Geo. Banham 
W. R. Clark 
H. Gray 
In addition to these the following members of 
Council retire but are eligible for re-election : — 
Jno. A. W. Dollar 
Gen. Sir F. Fitz Wygram, Bt. 
John Penberthy 
A. W. Mason 
J. Abson 
J. Fraser 
F. Duck 
Chas. Allen 


Probably all these gentlemen will be nominated, 
and so a selection may be made from them with little 


fear that the voting paper will be informal. 
Ser Derence. 


The treatment meted out to veterinary surgeons 
by the War Office must not be allowed to pass with 
only verbal objection. To appoint a Colonel of 
Artillery as Inspector of Veterinary Hospitals is such 
a flagrant disregard of professional rights that we 
must act, and act in unison. Every Veterinary 
Asscciation in the three Kingdoms should consider 
the matter at their next meeting and pass resolutions 
—forwarding them to all the local M.P.’s. Every 
member should also use what influence he has to 
dissuade any young man from joining the army, even 
as a temporary employment. We may be a weak 
body, and we mey have to suffer intolerable insult and 
injury, but surely we shall not take them lying down. 
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unusual, and in about twenty minutes dropped and 
died. 

Bay trap horse. Colic treated with domestic 
remedies for some hours without relief. When 
brought to me pain continuous, bowels rather empty 


CASES AND ARTICLES, 


ARECOLINE HYDROBROMIDE. 


and flaccid, intestinal sounds nil. Gave Obl. lini 
Having read notes on this drug in the Journals, | with anti-spasmodics which gave no relief whatever, as 
particularly in The Veterinary Record of January 7th, | 59 gave } grain arecoline which produced character. un 
1899, p. 398, I procured a small supply from Messrs. | istic symptoms of great intensity, followed by com- the 
Willows, Francis and Co., and have used it occasion- plete relief from pain and speedy recovery of spirits ab 
ally since. Following are some notes of its effects in | ang appetite. in 
various cases, given hypodermically. = From my experience | think it is certainly a valu- oh 
Draught mare with post-partum laminitis. Gave | able drug in cases of intestinal pain with suspended = 
dose of } grain (in 2 per. cent. solution) on two con- | peristalsis, whatever it may be in laminitis, on which pio. 
secutive days. Effects visible under five minutes, | point I do not feel qualified to offer an opinion. It a 
uneasiness, lay down (on sternum), profuse salivation, | has one great advantage over Eserine that it keeps - 
intestinal borborygmus and passage of flatus, but no| wel] in solution. The dose used in the last men- 
feces before I left; salivation continued for about | tioned case had been quite two years in solution and = 
half an hour. The case recovered, but I cannot say | acted as violently as I have yet seen a similar quan. 
if assisted by the drug, as I pursued the usual course tity do. AI 
of treatment besides, and rely more on antiseptic irri-| ‘A regoline is much cheaper than Eserine in use, and 
gations than anything else in these cases. still more so 1f compared with the joint use of Eserine 
Draught mare, similar case. Same dose and! and Pilocarpine, to which it is really equivalent. 
effects but not so violent. This patient fell into a W. T.S. 
hole in her paddock next day and died soon after " -_ all 
being hauled out. if ¢ 
Black cob, impaction of colon. Had had Ol. lini. FALSE GESTATION tis 
and antispasmodics and enemas without benefit, and ° ing 
was in a serious condition when I first saw him;} In February 1900, a fox-terrier bitch was brought col 
temp. 104, visible mucous membrane livid, pulse very | to me supposed to be due to whelp and had been in ter 
small and rapid, pain continuous and severe, intes- | labour pain for some hours. After a careful examina- ne: 
tinal sounds nil. Gave 1-3rd grain, effects not mani. | tion by external palpation and digital exploration of Mt 
fest for 20 minutes, when salivation began ; the animal | the vagina I came to the conclusion that there were hu 
rose on to its sternum and faint intestinal sounds| no pups. This was doubted by the owner who was bor 
were audible, salivation continued half an hour, the | well acquainted with the usual signs of approaching pai 
horse remaining in same position and evincing no} parturition, but time proved me to be right, and the leg 
more symptoms of pain, and during the night was | mammary glands gradually shrank to their normal pai 
reported to have got up and passed two droppings | condition and the bitch recovered from her needless for 


and to be picking at food. During next day he grad- | illness. I did not see her again in 1901, but was in- 


ually returned to his normal state. 

Bay draught horse, a case of similar course to the 
preceding, but the bowels on rectal examination ap- 
peared comparatively empty. After about 12 hours 
of treatment he was getting into much the same state, 
sol gave 4 grain dose, producing usual symptoms 
and giving relief from pain after their subsidence. 
This, however, proved only temporary, as pain re- 
turned immediately after giving the horse a small 
drink of tepid water which he took greedily, being 
very thirsty. I therefore filled the hypo-syringe 
with another dose of # yrain this time, and directed 
it to be injected after four hours, which was done. 
It was reported to cause great pain and excitement, 
the horse getting up and travelling round his pad- 
dock regardless of obstacles, but when this subsided 
he was free from pain and a few hours after was found 
grazing contentedly and had no relapse. 

Bay mare, obstinate obstruction of bowels for some 
days. When called was in extremis, and I gave no 
hope, diagnosing obstruction as due to strangles 
abscess involving the bowels, as her tail was soiled 
with pus and the attendant stated that in back-raking 
her his arm was cuvered with the same. Gave her 
a strong stimulant dose, and injected 4 grain areco- 
line. Salivation was produced, but no other symp- 
toms, and the animal remained standing, which is 


formed by the owner that the same performance had 
been gone through in the spring of that year. 

On March 17th this year she was brought to me 
after having gone through the same farce, the reason 
of her appearance being high fever, loss of appetite, 
weakness, and great pain accompanied by a swelling 
of one of the mammary glands which was supposed 
to be due to an insect or scorpion bite. Determining 
to diagnose without prejudice | dismissed the previous 
history and supposed cause, and concluded that I had 
a case of mammitis pure and simple to deal with, 
which appeared to me to be due purely to imaginary 
causes in the same way as the labour pains. [| pre- 
scribed tr. bellad. internally and tr. phytolacca ex- 
ternally. On 19th there was every symptom of a 
broken breast about to occur, but generally the bitch 
was much better. On the 21st the gland had broken 
in two places, but the bitch was almost free from 
pain. Bellad. discontinued and tr. calend. alter- 
nated daily with phytolac as a lotion. The bitch 
made an uninterrupted recovery, and on 3ist was 
quite recovered. 

The case may be of interest, as all the clinical 
symptoms were identical with the disease whi 
occurs after parturition and yielded rapidly to the 
line of treatment I usually adopt in such cases. 

Tue Doctor Sani. 
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ENLARGEMENTS ON A HORSE’S BACK. 


Patient, a grey hunter, which was in regular work, 
suddenly developed some small and other larger 
tumours about his back, neck and sides, especially 
under the saddle, which came to a head and were 
then pressed, when out of which came a parasite 
about half an inch long, segmented and like a maggot 
in appearance, with a head which could be distinctly 
seen macroscopically. I also know a client who has 
the same thing in a grey horse of his, and mine being 
a grey I wonder if it was peculiar to greys as I have 
never seen such cases before, that is with these 
parasites. . 

R.T.A. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Turomeosis oF Putmonary ARTERY. 


Cart horse, 9 years, reported to have been ailing 
allday, When seen in the evening was very stiff, as 
if affected with fever in the feet or muscular rheuma- 
tism. Pulse as big as one’s finger, hard, and beat- 
ing like an anvil. Jugular much distended, but 
compressible. All superficial vessels greatly dis- 
tended and hard, especially the vessels inside the 
near fore leg which were as big as one’s thumb. 
Mucous membranes slightly injected; breathing 
hurried, 50 to 60 a minute. With each step the 
body was tucked up as if from a short sharp spasm of 
pain. Surface temperature normal, rectal 40:3, 
legs and ears warm ; chest percussion vormal; ap- 
parently the animal was unable to move, and if 
forced to showed a strong disinclination; gastro- 
intestinal functions normal. 

Diagnosis.—Thrombosis probably of pulmonary 
artery. 

Treatment.—Ammon. carb., Pot. iod. There was 
no cough, but on 27th day signs of lung gangrene. 

Post-mortem.—Peritonitis, congestion of stomach, 
intestines, and kidneys; softening of spleen, with 
hemorrhagic infarction. Extensive fcetid pleurisy 
and pericarditis ; heart dilated, full of blood; lungs 
infiltrated with a great quantity of sero sanguinolent 
fluid, emphysema, and well marked signs of mortifi- 
cation. The pulmonary artery contained a clot, 
whitish yellow in colour, hard, and apparently old. 
—La Clin. Vét. 

F. E. P. 


SHoutp a Horse Drink WATER BEFORE, DURING, 
OR AFTER Foop ?—-By F. Tanet, M.D., Professor 
of Physiology in the Veterinary University at 
Budapest. 

(Concluded from page 635.) 

After all, our experiments show that the method of 
watering, whether the drinking water be given before, 
after, or during feeding, exercises no influence on the 
using out of the food. The customary hay and 
straw chop and corn will be equally well used out in 
all three methods of watering. It only remains 


questionable whether in feeding with hay exclusively 
this food is better used out, even if only slightly and 
insignificantly, when water is given after. 

Our trials show essentially that the anatomical 
and corresponding physiological arrangement of the 
digestive organs of the horse and of ruminants are 
entirely different. In this our experiments agree 
with those of Gabriel and Weiske on sheep. 

But our results are quite at variance with most 
theoretical speculations on the influence of the 
method of watering on the using out to the best ad- 
vantage of food. As stated in the preface, the 
theoretical view was expressed by most authors that 
drinking before food was more advantageous than 
drinking after food because thereby the digestive 
juices were produced in greater quantity, because corn 
food in great quantity was not washed through into 
the intestine as in drinking after food, and because 
the gastric juice was not excessively thinned as in 
drinking after food. A favourable influence on the 
using out of food in drinking before food was not 
noticed in any of our experiments, which would seem 
to show that watering before going out into the 
fields, at least under normal conditions exercises no 
influence on the using out of the food. 

Doubtless from the small stomach of the horse a 
greater portion of the corn food in drinking after 
food passes into the intestine than in drinking before 
food; and this happens in drinking between food 
when the horse receives oats at first, immediately 
afterwards drinks and then has hay put before him. 
If the food in spite of this becomes used out just as 
well, then either the intestinal digestion must make 
up for the failure of stomach digestion, or what is 
possible under all circumstances the greatest portion 
of the food becomes first digested in the intestine. 
And this is not only possible but very probable when 
one considers the anatomical disposition of the diges- 
tive canal of the horse. The stomach is very small, 
the pylorus very wide and never wholly closed, so 
that on all occasions a great portion of food taken up 
already passes into the small intestine in a very short 
time after swallowing. On the contrary the food re- 
mains in the intestine—especially in the large intes- 
tine--much longer, where the digestive juices first en- 
counter for their penetration and permeation the 
cellulose envelopes. 

All this goes to show that for the accomplishment 
and productiveness of collective digestion the intes- 
tine decidedly ranks first. From this it is also credi- 
ble that an excessive dilution of the gastric juice as 
is the case in drinking after food is without signifi- 
cance in the using out of the food, as is also the 
washing away of a great mass of undigested corn 
from the stomach into the intestine. 

Secondly, the method of watering has an influence 
on the amonnt of water taken, and has a consider- 
able influence on the daily arsount of urine excreted. 
‘he horse without exception will drink the most 
water after food, somewhat less in drinking between 
food, and least of all in ee This 
difference was especially noticeable in the morning, 
and sometimes = sn drink was offered before food 


the water was aosolutely refused. — 
This abstinence of animals fits in well with the 
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intensity of the feeling of thirst. After the night’s 
rest and during the night the loss of water is the 
least. During the taking of dry food the feeling of 
thirst increases, whilst in mastication a great amount 
of saliva is produced, the water of which is drawn 
away from the blood and mixed with the food. The 
feeling of thirst is also most intensive after food. On 
that account the horse drinks the most after food, 
and in drinking before food drinks much at midday 
since he drinks little in the morning, and the feeling 
of thirst arising from the meal in the morning can 
be slaked at midday. After great loss of water in 
long-continued or excessive exertion, the horse 
drinks also comparatively much water. 

Since the amount of urine under normal conditions 
bears a direct relation to the amount of water drunk 
it is quite self-evident that the horse in drinking 
after food will pass more urine than in drinking 
before food, and this was also actually the case in all 
our experiments. Between drinking after, and be- 
tween fuod, the difference in the amount of water 
taken is relatively small and the difference in the 
amount of urine excreted in these two cases is also 
relatively small. 

Our trials lead me to the conclusion on the one 
hand that the method of watering has no influence on 
the using to the best advantage of the food, on the 
other hand the amount of water drunk fluctuates 
rather considerably according to the method of water- 
ing, so that we can assert that not only the method 
of watering but also the quantity of water drunk, 
at least within the limits of the variations noticed, 
has no influence on the gross using out of the food. - 
Certainly the differences in the amount of water 
drunk are not excessively great, but they are always 
rather important. Whether still greater variations 
bave not an influence on the productiveness of diges- 
tion must be ¢etermined by further experiments. 

Thirdly, the body weight varied in our experiments 
in a regular manner with the amount of water drunk. 
In all animals it could he noticed that on the same 
day, on the passage from drinking after food to drink- 
ing before food, the body weight declined, but it re- 
turned again in the change from drinking before food 
to drinking after food. It remains lower also during 
the whole period of drinking before food and remains 
correspondingly higher in drinking after food. The 
average of the body weight is also relatively smaller 
in a series of experiments in the periods with drink- 
ing before food than in those with drinking after 
food. Everything points then to the fact that the 
cause of this behaviour of the body weight is condi- 
tional upon the change of the percentage of water of 
the stomach and intestinal contents. [It does not de- 
pend on a greater or lesser using out to the best ad- 
vantage of the food, as shown by the digestion 
cefficients. The qualitative composition and the 
quantity of the dung also does not alter by the 
method of watering. (The change of the percentage 
of water can also only extend from the contents of the 
stomach, small intestine, cecum, and eventually of 
the commencement of the colon). That changes in 
metabolic assimilation do not cause it is set out by 
the unchanging using out to the best advantage of 


change on the same day on which the method of 
watering was changed. From this it is evident after 
fresher examinations that the amount of drinking 
water, calculated from extremes, has no influence on 
the magnitude-of metabolic assimilation. 

In many cases, such as horse-racing, this fact could 
be put to practical value, for a small reduction in body 
weight in changing from drinking after food to drink- 
ing before food can be obtained, and it is easily 
possible without reducing the conditions of feeding. 
Shortly the practical value of our conclusions is thus 
summed up. Horses can be watered during, before, 
or after feeding, without prejudicing the advantageous 
using out of the food. Each method of watering is 
equally convenient to the horse, and each method is 
applicable according to circumstances. ‘That circum- 
stances that compel one to adopt one or other method 
of watering directly, need not first be investigated. (1 
would only write in passing that after a considerable 
loss of water, such as occurs after long continued 
exertion, it is well always to water before feeding, 
since the animals will not eat at all, or not properly, 
until they have quenched their thirst). If every 
method of watering is equally acceptable to the horse 
yet it is not considered advisable to change the 
method of watering unnecessarily. We noticed that 
each time in our horses when there was a change from 
drinking after food to drinking before food the appe- 
tite fell away for some days. Not that they absolutely 
refused the proffered food, but they did not eat for 
some days with the same appetite, and they needed 
a longer time to eat up. A similar state of things 
was not noticed in a change from drinking before 
food to drinking after food, or from drinking after 
food to drinking between food. (Possibly drinking 
before food caused a certain feeling of satisfaction to 
which the animals mest first become accustomed). 
How far food difficult of digestion, or fermenting 
food such as pulse, apart from the injurious conse- 
quences of too copious a consumption of water, is in- 
jurious to the best using out of the food when water 
is given afterwards, must first be ascertained by 
further experiments. — (Ex. Beérliner Thierdrzt. 


Woceh.) 
G. M. 


; PasTEURELLOSIS OF THE RaBBIT. 


Professor J. Ligniéres states that he reserves the 
term of Pasteurellosis for those affeetions that are 
encountered in the various species of mammals and 
birds which are included by some in the group of 
hemorrhagic septicemias. The various forms of 
Influenza as seen in the horse, Canine Distemper, 
Fowl Cholera, Ferret Distemper, etc., belong to 
this group, the specific agent of which is the pastew’ 
ella. It may have varying virulent qualities causing 
various symptoms and lesions, attacking different 
species of animals but always presenting the follow- 
ing invariable characters :—‘‘ Cocco-bacillus without 
movements of translation, does not take Gram, very 
polymorphous, gives involution forms, does not 
liquefy gelatine; does not coagulate milk, the r 
action of which remains normal; does not give #2Y 
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pancreatic bouillon ; nor reddening of the gelose of 
Wurtz: principally aérobic, but also anaérobic ; giv- 
ing off a peculiar odour of its own in the cultures. 
Does not form spores or cilia. Virulence variable, 
but generally great. By intra-venous injection 
especially it has a special affinity for the articular and 
tendinous synovie.” 

In the rabbit the author has had the opportunity of 
studying several epizéotics, some of which taking on 
a rapid course without localizations and with lesions 
of hemorrhagic septicemia; and others having a 
slower evolution with peritoneal and articular lesions. 
He has always found the germ with the above- 
mentioned specific characteristics ; its virulence and 
localizations only varying.—(Arch. de Méd. Expéri- 
ment. Nov., 1901.) 

H. G. 


InrRAVENOUS INJECTIONS IN HEALTHY 
CatTTLeE. 


Prof. Guenther, of the Vienna Veterinary College, 
has experimented on five healthy cattle with the view 
uf finding out the minimum dose of corrosive sub- 
limate for cattle and its elimination in the milk. The 
animals were two cows kg.342 and 350 weight, and 
three heifers kg.158, 165, 189. One series of experi- 
ments was on the line of small doses every 24 hours, 
the other one large dose a week. The result that 
each heifer would tolerate & daily dose of 20 cgr. 
General health, appetite, and rumination being un- 
disturbed. It was specially noticed that in each 
case the smallest dose employed, 4 cgr. produced 
decided rise of temperature in all cases one hour after 
injection, not more than 1° C. lasting from 6 to 24 
hours according to the size of the dose without 
affecting the welfare of the beast. The point to be 
noted 1s that in an affected animal the contrary is 
observed, viz., the injection is followed by a decided 
fall of temperature. Immediately after injection the 
animals showed marked signs of uneasiness. After 
repeated injections mercury was not found in either 
milk or urine. After the injection of a poisonous 
dose 35 egr. in the heifer kg. 158 and 50 egr. in kg. 
189, beside rise of temperature there was loss of appe- 
tite and rumination, increase of urine for 24 hours, 
and this was altered in morphological elements, rich 
in albumen and contained a well defined quantity of 
mercury. There were no other symptoms of mer- 
curialism, such as stomatitis. Inthe other, witha solu- 
tion of 5 per cent. strength, 5 sublimate to 1000 physio- 
logical saline solution, he observed three-quarters of an 
hour after injection great thirst, marked dyspnoa 
and cardiac disturbance. The jugular appeared to 
be thrombosed. These alarming symptoms disap- 
peared after a few hours and appeared to have been 
caused by the products of embolism in the pulmon- 
ary circulation, the amelioration synchronising with 
the destruction of the emboli which were probably 
Produced by the coagulation of albumen by the sub- 
limate and carried into the circulation by the stream 
of saline solution. 

In order to avoid the danger of thrombosis with 
the attendant emboli, Guenther adopted a solution 


taneously incorporated with the albuminoid sub- 
stances of the plasma of the blood, and so becomes 
albuminate of mercury. He declares that cattle 
tolerate mercury in this form without any reaction 
except the rise of temperature. 

Finally, in order to demonstrate that the sup- 
posed inability of cattle to tolerate mercurial prepara- 
tions is a fallacy, he had two young cattle rubbed 
with 30 gr. mercurial ointment. During the night 
one got loose and licked all the ointment off the 
other; it died of acute dysentery. The other had 
previously had 1gr. sublimate injected without 
harm. 

Guenther instances this as an example of the 
difference in action of a medicine exhibited in differ- 
ent preparations. 

(This is all very well, but is an instance of a bullock 
dying of acute mercurial poison an example of toler- 
ance of the drug ?)—Thierdrzt Centralblatt. 

F. E. P. 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting of Council was summoned for Fri- 
day, the 25th April, at 3 o’clock p.m., for the purpose of 
confirming the undermentioned alteration of Bye-law, 
passed at a Special Meeting held on the 11th inst :— 


“That should any member of the R.C.V.S. who may 
be accused of conduct disgraceful in a professional 
respect, notify the Secretary more than ten days before 
trial of his desire to be tried publicly, facilities shall 
be given for the admission of members of the pro- 
fession to the trial, and for independent reporting of 
the evidence.” 


The following three members of Council attended :— 
Colonel Duck, Professor M’Fadyean, and Mr. J. A. W. 
Dollar. 

Seven members of Council forming a 
three being present, no meeting was hel 


oe and only 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual general meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Bournemouth, on Thursday, April 3rd. There 
were present Messrs. J. F. Simpson, Maidenhead ; E. R. 
Harding, Salisbury ; J.T. King, Bournemouth ; KE. W. 
Baker, Wimborne ; J.S. Wood, Parkstone ; the Hon. Sec. 
(Mr. C. Pack, of Lymington), and Mr. Newland 
visitor). 
The announced that he had received a 
telegram from the President (Mr. C. F. Hulford, of 
Haslemere) deeply regretting that two serious cases pre- 
vented him attending the meeting, and asking him to 
express his sincere regret to the members. Professor 
Hobday, London ; Mr. H. Jefferies, Guildford ; Mr. J B. 
Tutt, Winchester ; Mr. J. T. Burden, Beaulieu ; and Mr. 
T. B. Goodall, Christchurch, also wrote apologising for 


unavoidable absence. 


On the proposition of Mr. Simpson, Mr. Harding (vice- 


of alouminate of mercury. ‘This modification being 
justified by the theory that sublimate is instan- 


president) was unanimously voted to the chair. 


i} 
i? 
iw 
4 
{ 
é 
ight 
| 
Hei 
wes 
if 
J 


wmost peculiar sha 


682 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 3, 1902 


Alluding to the fact that the President was to have 
read a paper on “ Abdominal Diseases,” Mr. Baker sug- 
gested that they should send a wire to Mr. Hulford re- 
gretting that “ Abominable Diseases” should have pre- 
vented his attending. (Laughter.) 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read by 
the Secretary and confirmed, 

Mr. BAKER said it was resolved at the last meeting 
that the name of the subject should be given on the 
notices convening the meeting, and it now seemed desira- 
ble that in the event of the member who was going to 
read a paper not being able to attend he should forward 
the paper to the Secretary in order that it might be read 
and discussed in his absence, It was unfortunate that 
owing to Mr. Hulford’s enforced absence they had neither 
the writer of the paper nor the essay 

The SECRETARY said it was a valuable suggestion, 
and it was done two years ago at the Sanitary Congress at 
Southampton. 

Mr. Srmpson also endorsed the suggestion, remarking 
that otherwise the whole thing broke down. 

Mr. Baker said Mr. Hulford’s absence involved 
another disappointment, for had he been present he 
would, doubtless, have brought some morbid specimens. 
He would propose that in the future the essayist be re- 
quested to forward his paper to the Secretary, for then, 
whether he came or not, they would be sure of a subject 
for discussion. 

This was seconded by Mr. Simpson and carried. 

Mr. KING proposed that a resolution expressing the 
meeting’s regret at Mr. Hulford’s absence, not only for 
the benefit which they would have derived from the 
reading and consideration of his paper, but also for the 
loss of his presence amongst them. He was sure that Mr. 
Hulford had a valid reason for his absence, and was as 
sorry as they were that he could not be present. 

Mr. SIMPSON seconded, and it was agreed to, the Secre- 
tary observing that the only satisfactory point was the 
fact that they had the pleasure of looking forward to the 
paper at some future meeting. 


Tue Kina’s Horse Dentist. 


Mr. Srmpson asked, as arising out of the minutes, to be 
allowed to say that the question of the King’s horse den- 
tist was dealt with vy the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and although the authorities did not cancel the 
appointment, the person holding it was permitted to 
resign, and at the present moment there was no horse 
dentist to the King. (Applause.) 


SPECIMENS. 


The CHAIRMAN produced a large and peculiarly shaped 
calculus, and gave some interesting particulars cuncern- 
ing the case. He said the horse was taken ill on a Sun- 
day. He made an examination and found the large 
bowels full of faeces and showing signs of colic. The pain 
was not acute, and the temperature very little disturbed. 
He gave her two grains of eserine, but it had not the 
slightest effect on the colic nor in producing defecation. 
He did not give aloes, but treated with stimulants. 
During the first two days she had intervals of pain, while 
at other times she was quite quiet. At no time were the 
pains acute. After Tuesday the horse appeared to have 
no pain whatever for a week. She ate nothing and there 
was no movement of the bowels. The only medicine ad- 
ministered was stimulants, and warm water injections 
tive or six timesaday. This went on for 18 days, when the 
horse died during the night. He made a post-mortem 
and found the calculus in the colon. The animal really 
died of ruptured colon. There was an enormous mass of 
ingesta in the bowels. The calculus was 34lbs. in weight, 
and seemed composed principally of faecal matter. 

Mr. BAKER remarked that the calculus was of the 
He had never had a horse which 
Yived such a length of time. He remembered having one 


which suffered from a twist, the symptoms being very 
similar, excepting that it did not eat. The pain was very 
little, but he had forgotten whether it was a mare or a 
horse. It lived 17 days. He was told that they pre. 
viously had one with twisted bowel which lived twenty- 
one days. 

Mr. Stupson : Dv you remember whether the pain be- 
came greater during the last 24 hours of the illness ? 

Mr. Baker: Yes. 

Mr. Srmpson : Judging from that it was not a twist 
at the start. 

Mr. Baker: It was a partial twist. It showed pain, 
but ate comparatively well. 

Mr. Pack: Was this calculus in the single colon or the 
large one ? 

he CHAIRMAN: The single. It completely blocked 
it. 

Mr. Pack : Evidently it originated in the double one 
and then got into the single one, where it had its bad 
effects. I remember a horse which died of peritonitis and 
whose bowel contained a calculus, and on post-mortem 
found there were no effects at all from the calculus, 
which probably had been there a year or two without in- 
conveniencing the horse at all, being in the large colon. 
There was diffused peritonitis all over the abdomen. 

Mr. Simpson: No doubt these cases exist more fre- 
quently than we suspect. 

Mr. KING said he had six or seven smaller calculi at 
home, which had been passed by a Corporation horse, 
which had never been known two be ill. 

The CHAIRMAN: This mare had been in the owner's 

gga four or five years and had never been ill 

ore. 

Mr. Simpson said he knew a mare which passed stones 
like the one referred to by Mr. King. It was an extra- 
ordinary animal and was never ill. None of the stones 
were very large, and as a rule were oval in shape. 

Mr. Pack: Most of them have a nucleus. 
' Mr. Srmpson : I had one sawn in two and found a nail 
in the centre. 

Mr. Kine . The stones I have referred to were little 
larger than a billiard ball. ; 

Mr. Stimpson proposed a vote of thanks to the Chair- 
man for bringing such an interesting specimen. He did 
not hesitate to say from his small experience of calculi 
that it was remarkable four its size, density, colour and 
irregularity. 

Mr. Pack seconded, and the thanks were heartily ac- 
corded. 

The CHAIRMAN replied, saying he thought the — 
mens would be interesting, especially as they were to have 
had a paper on abdominal diseases. 

Owing to the disappointment caused by the absence of 
the President, and the consequent lack of a subject, an 
informal discussion took place. 

Mr. Pack said there was one thing which had always 
struck him in connection with the symptoms of calculus, 
and that was the practice of running back. In three or 
four cases he had found this symptom very prominent. 
bin horses just lifted their tails and ran back to the 
wall. 

The CuarrMan said he had not noticed this. The 
mare he had referred to stood absolutely quiet. 

Mr. Baker thought the backing was a symptom of 
volvulus. From his experience in Liverpool he found 
that horses backed considerably when suffering from 
twisted bowel. He did not see why the symptoms shou 
not be the same, for although the cause was different the 
effect was the same. 

Mr. Pack said he had met one or two cases of wane 
getting a belly full of stones, which they had swallows 
while out feeding. On finding one lot in a cart mare he 
was told they were picked up in such and such a ms , 
and that there were tons of similar stones on the surface 


of the grass. The stones were almost black in colour, 
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and he at first thought the action of the intestinal juices 
had discoloured them, but afterwards he found a large 
uantity in the grass of exactly the same size and colour. 
ese stones were all in the big colon or cecum, he had 
forgotten which. This mare passed nothing and was ill 
along time. He tried everything at the farm and came 
to the conclusion that he must have her in the Infirmary. 
Before starting he gave her a dose of eserine in the hope 
that she might get rid of something on the way, but 
someone came in a half-an-hour afterwards and told him 
that the mare was so much worse that they could not start 
with her. He went out but on his arrival she was dead. 
The next morning he made a post-mortem and found 
the stones, the heavy weight of which would bring about 
just the same condition as one solid stone. 

Mr. Simpson said no doubt some horses had morbid 
appetites and picked up stones. He remembered having 
a roan mare, which he bought as a four-year-old and 
kept her for two years, during which time if ever he al- 
lowed her to have her head when pulling up she was 
sure to “ go” for the gravel. He afterwards sold her and 
lost sight of her entirely. 

Mr. Pack: Dogs will also frequently swallow big 
stones and pass them. He saw one swallow three one 
day while he was watching it. He dosed it with castor 
oiland enema. The lady told him that if she let the 
dog alone he would swallow all the stones on the beach 
near where she lived. (Laughter.) ' 

Mr. Smmpson said unfortunately obstruction in dogs 
was not diagnosed early encugh. He believed in the 
early stages an operation could be performed with com- 
parative ease and safety. It wasastonishing the foreign 
substances they found in dogs. 1n his experience he had 
discovered several coins and a small ring of thick brass, 
which bad been given to a parrot to play with. One 
case which he had diagnosed in its early stage, the owner 
was not willing to have operated upon, but when the 
dog looked like collapsing he gave his consent, but then 
in his (the speaker’s) opinion it was too late. He was 
glad he did not undertake the operation, for he was per- 
fectly certain the death would have been attributed to it. 

Mr. Woop said in most cases of obstruction in dogs he 
used a big horse pump in giving an enema. 

The Secretary : I have used a garden syringe. 

Mr. Woop said in one case he pumped several buckets 
of water into the dog. It removed the obstruction and 
did the animal no harm. 

Mr. NEwLanp: It was a good sized dog when you 
finished. (Laughter.) 

r. Pack said the funniest case he had ever met with 
was that of a bull dog which started vomiting. He tried 
everything with medicines to prevent this, but without 
effect, and at last the animal came into the Infirmary, 
where it died after two or three days. The owner con- 


sented to a post-mortem, and on opening the stomach he 
found some muslin. On drawing the muslin out and 
unfolding it he discovered a lot of knuckle bones. He 
made enquiries at the house and found that the muslin 


had been used as a strainer for some bones out of which 
stavy had been made. The muslin was placed on one | 
side, and the dog came along, saw it, and bolted it, being | 
unable either to get it up or down. 
tr. SIMPSON said he remembered the case, 
Some 14 years ago. . 
Mr. Pack said he had had another peculiar case, wt 
Which the dog appeared to be in agonising pain. The 


which must | 


ut one day was fortunate in finding the dog in one of the | 
tin, evidently in great pain, and upon examina- | 
ton he found a needle crossways in the rectum. He was 

Successful in getting the needle out, and thought it was | 
a bit of luck in diagnosing the case. The dog had been 
suffering from the effects of the needle for about. three 
months, and such a peculiar and painful obstruction of | 


animal, however, had always recovered when he called, ; e 


course explained the agony which the dog frequently 
suffered. 

Mr. Baker said he remembered on one occasion being 
called in to make a post-mortem on a dog which had ap- 
parently died suddenly, and his client, as owners were 80 
— to do, attributed its death to poison. As they 

new, In nine cases out of ten when deaths were put 
down to poison a post-mortem examination proved that 
death was due to other causes, He was, therefore, very 
glad of having the opportunity of making a post mortem 
examination in the case he had referred to, as he founda 
piece of bone had perforated the bowel, and although the 
dog apparently died suddenly it must have been in pain 
sometime before its death, although it gave no outward 
sign. 

Mr. Pack : Have you met with intussusception of the 
bowel in puppies ” 

Mr. Simpson thought it was fairly common in dogs, 
although he had not seen many cases. 

Mr. Pack said the mucous membrane did not protrude. 
It seemed that the rectum was inverted to about six 
inches, and to have involuted altogether, showing the 
peritoneal surface. 

. Mr. Baker: If the peritoneal surface was showing 
would it not be ruptured ? 

Mr. Pack thought it was similar to turning a stocking 
inside out. The dog apparently turned its bowel inside 
out. They got rupture of the mesentery, too. 

Mr. SIMPSON next introduced the question of the possi- 
bility of the rupture of the rectum of a mare by the 
entering of the penis at the time of service. He quoted 
a case in which the owner ofa mare sued the owner of a 
stallion for the loss of a mare which had died from such 
an injury. He was a witness in the case and gave it as 
his opinion that the vagina was first ruptured and the 
rectum entered ir that way, and the plaintiff lost his case. 
This, of course, led up to the old subject which had been 
discussed. Personally he did not think it possible for 
the penis to enter the rectum. 

Mr. Pack said he had seen plenty of ruptured rectums 
but not from service. He thought they had now about 
spun out their “abominable” diseases. (Laughter.) 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. Baker proposed the election of Mr. Harding as 
President for the ensuing year. ; 

Mr. Stmpson seconded, and it was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. HarpINnG said he was much obliged to the meeting 
for electing him, and Le would do his best to carry out 
the duties successfully, but it was not an honour which he 
coveted, at any rate not at present. 

The Vice-Presidents were chosen as follows : Messrs. 
H. Green, G. Parr, J. S. Wood, and C F. Hulford, 

Mr. Pack said he was sorry he was unable to continue 


| holding the Secretaryship, owing to family reasons and 


pressure of business. He was very sorry, and would do 
all in his power to help his successor. 

Mr. Simpson : We are all exceedingly sorry to hear 
this. How long have you held the position ? 

Mr. Pack: I began at Bournemouth in 1891. ie 

Mr. Pack, on being pressed to re consider his decision 
said he was quite unable to do so. He also pointed out 
the desirability of having a secretary who lived in a more 


central place. 
Mr. axon proposed, and Mr. SiMPson seconded, the 


lection of Mr. F. Spencer, of Basingstoke, as Secretary 
which was carried unanimously, the hope being ex- 
pressed that Mr. Spencer would be able to see his way to 


accept the office. 


Mr. BAKER’s offer to assist the President in the dis- 


charge of the duties whilst change was being effected was 
accepted with thanks. 


Mr. Kina, as an old member of the Association, said 
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he should like to say how much they were all indebted 
to Mr. Pack for his valuable services, willingly given in 
the interests of the Association for so many years. The 
work which he had carried out had, as he knew, been 
arduous, but having been in close touch with Mr. Pack 
he knew also those duties had been exceedingly pleasant 
to him. The success of the meetings and of the Associa- 
tion had been in a great measure due to their late Secre- 
tary’s energy. (Hear, hear). He had therefore great 
pleasure in propusing a very cordial vote of thanks to 
Mr. Pack for his past services. (App.) 

Mr. SIMpPson, in seconding, said as one who was present 
at the birth of Mr. Pack, so far as his duties of Secre- 
tary were concerned—in fact, if he mistook not, it was 
he who proposed that he should be their Secretary some 
11 years ago—he should like to be in at his official death 
and take some part in it. Sorry as he was to know that 
Mr. Pack was compelled to sever his official connection 
with the Association, they were all pleased that he would 
still be with them asa member. (App.) Mr. Pack had 
held the members together very well, which was no light 
task, but he believed if they could get a Secretary more 
centrally situated it would tend to increase the popu- 
larity and numerical strength of the Association, which 
for some years past had been a somewhat struggling 
one. He could call to mind, and Mr. Pack would also 
remember, meetings when they and one other were the 
only members present. He was particularly disappointed 
with the meeting that day, because he had looked for- 
ward to seeing a good round muster. He, however, had 
great pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to Mr. 
Pack for his eleven years service to the Association as 
Secretary. (App.) 

The thanks having been heartily accorded, 

Mr. Pack, in reply, said he was very much obliged for 
the kind expressions made, and was very sorry that he 
felt compelled to retire so far as the pleasure of the 
thing was concerned. He, however, felt that he must 
do so. They did not need him to give a history of the 
Association since he took the office, as it had not altered 
very much as regarded numbers. To show that a new 
Secretary was needed he might mention that he had 
written to every member of the profession down in his 
end of the district, and he did not think there was one 
who had not been appealed to to become a member. 
Some consented to join, but neither paid their entrance 
fee nor subscriptions. He always wrote to a new veteri- 
nary, enclosing a copy of the rules and asking him to 
becomea member. If they could retain their present 
members, and the new Secretary, who was situated more 
centrally, introduce a few more of those residing in his 
neighbourhood, the change would be for the welfare of 
the Association. 

In conclusion, Mr. Pack, who said the offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer were combined. presented the 
annual financial statement, which showed that the year 
was commenced with a credit balance of £6 16s. 5d., 
while the expenditure had amounted to £14, and the in- 
come £13, leaving a balance in hand of £3 16s. 11d. The 
slight decrease was due to the fact that donations had 
been made to the Williams’ Memorial and the Tubercu- 
losis Congress. The income was about the same. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


Communications were received from the Royal Insti- 
tute of Public Health and the Sanitary Institute, notify- 
ing the dates of their annual Congress, and stating the 
terms of membership. 

On the motion of Mr. Baker, seconded by Mr. Simp- 
son, it was decided to subscribe to the Sanitary Institute 
whose Congress takes place at Manchester, on September 
9th, subject to there being a veterinary section, the 
President being appointed as the Association’s delegate. 

It was reported that several members were in arrear 


with their subscriptions, and it was decided that they 
should be written to. 

Mr. K1NG proposed, and Mr. BAKER seconded, that the 
next meeting of the Association should be held at South- 
amption on July 17th. 

his terminated the business. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C.,, on Thursday evening, April 3rd, 1902. 
Mr. A. Rogerson, President, in the chair. There were 
present: Messrs. A. L. Butters, A. Broad, F. G. Samson, 
G. H. Broad, 8. H. Nye, L. Savournir, P. W. D. Smith, 
S. H. Slocock, J. A. Gosling, W. Perryman, L. Barrett, 
H. A. MacCormack, F. O. L. Walpole, W. R Clarke, 
W. H. James, H. Gray, A. S. Brooksbanks, J Wilson- 
Brownless, J. S. Hurndall, H. Singleton, W. E. Murts, 
R. Paine, J. Macqueen, A. E. Bayley, J. W. Baxter, 
A. A. Jobnson, H. King, W. Pritchard, W. Hunting, 
R. Porch, P.S. Howard, C. W. W. Brown, and E. 
Lionel Stroud, hon. sec.; and as visitors Messrs. G. 
Thatcher, H. Leeney, G. Banham, J. Maclaren, H. 
Faithful, and W. Faithful. 

On the motion of Mr. Savournin, seconded by Mr. 
Butters, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read aud confirmed. 

The SECRETARY announced that telegrams had been 
received from Messrs. Harrison and Upton regretting 
their inability to attend the meeting. 


SPECIMENS. 

Mr. Bannam (Cambridge) exhibited a thermometer 
made by a foreign firm which contained a bulb in the 
end of it By means of a piece of string the little instru- 
ment could be tied to the cow’s tail. He had never been 
able to get English instrument makers to manufacture 
such an article. 

Professor PRITCHARD asked the opinion of the mem- 
bers as to a means of bringing about a communication 
between the sinuses of the face and the nasal chamber. 
Supposing there was a malformation of the facial sinus 
and instead of there being two frontal sinuses there was 
only one. If one went into the anatomy of the matter, 
there was a communication between the sinuses of the 
face and the nasal chamber, but in the case he was 
interested in there was not. After he had operated 
upon the case he would bring it before the member, 
but in the me4ntime he would like an expression 0 
opinion as to how a communication could be brought 
about between the frontal sinuses and the nasal 
chamber. . 

The PRESIDENT said he hoped the —_ would be 
a success, and that the members would have an opp2- 
tunity of seeing the case. 


ELECTION oF FELLOWS. 


Mr. R. Patng, M.RU.V.S., Royal Veterinary College, 
and Mr. H. Lomas, M.R.C.V.S., 29 Church Streef, 
Marylebone, W., were unanimously elected Fellows of the 
Society. 


ADVERTISING AND UNPROFESSIONAL Conpuct.—Ad- 
journed Discussion on Prof. Macqueen’s address. 


Mr. THaTcHER said he had intended to speak on - 
aper, but he found that what he intended to say bie 
io far more germane to the paper to be read by Mr 
Clarke that with the permission of the members he yor 
postpone his remarks until that paper had 8 

Mr. HurnpaALt said that Mr. Slocock was repor 
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‘have stated on the occasion of the previous meeting that 
he would rather see a member of the profession go to 
church than to a public-house, but that he would rather 
see him go to a public-house than a chapel, the remark 
being pointed with applause. He did not think such a 
remark was any credit to the Society. (Hear, hear.) He 
had known Mr. Slocock long enough to be fully aware 
that he would not willingly say anything that was un- 
kind, or would hurt the feelings of any member of the 
Society, but as the son of a nonconformist minister, and 
having a brother and a cousin in the nonconformist 
ministry, he felt the remark very keenly, because his 
family were chapel-goers and not ashamed to own it. 
Referring to Professor Macqueen’s paper he was very dis- 
appointed that the author had not proposed more dras- 
tic measures in dealing with the subject of advertising 
and misconduct. Personally he was not inclined to look 
lightly upon the action of the Registration Committee. 
He was of opinion that the work of the Registration 
‘Sommittee was practically useless. He would allow 
every practitioner the liberty te do as he liked, each 
practitioner being responsible fur his actions. The work 
of the Registration Committee was permeated simply 
by selfish motives. Men who were well-established in 
practice found a young man fresh from College intended 
to start his professional career near, to them, and were 
very much afraid that he would take some of their 
business from them. As in the United States of 
America, both in the medical and veterinary professions, 
he would allow every man to do as he thought proper 
and advertise. If the advertising was done in a dis- 
disgraceful manner the culprit would bear the responsi- 
bility of it ; he would be not only blackballed by his 
profession but by his clients, and would in the end be the 
sufferer. IJfa well established practitioner was afraid of 
4 young practitioner coming into his district he deserved 
to lose all the business he lost. He looked upon the 
work of the Registration Committee as interfering with 
the liberty of the subject. He thoroughly believed that 
the gentlemen on the Registration Committee were 
actuated by the very best motives and might think they 
were doing excellent work. On the other hand he be- 
lieved they were crippling the work of young members 
vho were entering the profession, and were doing their 
best to interfere with their making a success in life. If 
it wasa mere question ot making money it was very easy 
for a man, unless he really feared having his name struck 
off the Register, to go on in the way he had been doing 
and have his name struck off. If he had sufficient money 
with which to fight the College he would very soon get 
iton again, but if he had not he could advertise himself 
as “ex” M.R.C.V.S., in which capacity he would do a 
great deal better than without the “ex.” The only ad- 
vantage attaching to having one’s name on the Register 
was that the practitioner was empowered to take legal 
[roceedings against any person indebted to him for fees, 
but as a rule he did not think it was very much use tak- 
ing such proceedings. Scmebody might say to him 
Why do not you do it yourself?” If he was a young 
man starting again he was not so sure that he would not; 
but inasmuch as he managed to muddle along to his own 
Satisfaction without doing so, it was rather too late in| 
life for him to think of entering upon the war path on | 
any subject. 
tr. SLocock expressed his regret at the un 
remark he made on the previous occasion. He 
all the members present knew that he would not say a 
word which would hurt an body’s feelings, and he hoped 
nO one would attribute to ies the wish to interfere with 


| 


any man’s religion or feelings. He believed the app!ause 

a8 reported was an exaggeration ; he did not believe the | 

veer applauded the remark or believed in the words 
said, 


Prof. Ma 
gard to the 


‘said the criticism with re- 
ed to have been! Tw 


CQUEEN, in reply, 
issuing of circulars seem 


profession was one w 
gentleman who must always 
his attire ; there was too much stooping, bending o 
back, and soiling the fingers and clothes if one wished 
‘to carry out the profession properly ; and although it 
fortunate | might be considered derog 
felt sure | the practitioner to 
him that if he wis 
the remarks made by 
veterinary surgeon going | 
the back door or kitchen entrance. 
said in ¢ 
journals, 
ment mad 


favourable. Most of the speakers looked upon such a 
pee at the outset of a young man’s career as not only 
avourable but desirable ; and he gathered from the re- 
port of the last. meeting that even Mr. Thatcher, who ad- 
vised the licensing body, was inclined to take a lenient 
view of the matter. He believed that for a long time 
a great many members had been labouring under some 
misapprehension regarding the action, or the supposed 
action, of the Registration Committee in connection with 
the issuing of circulars. He was disappointed that Mr. 
Thatcher had not considered it advisable to say anything 
on the subject ; but it was to be hoped that something 
might be said in the Council or out oF it regarding what 
the Registration Committee were inclined to permit in 
the way of issuing circulars, address cards, and so on. 
He was not aware until the discussion had com- 
menced of any intimation having been made by any 
member of Council or of the Registration Committee of 
the limits to which a receat graduate might go in issu- 
ing circulars ; in fact he believed one would search in 
vain the discussions of the Council of the College for 
any direct or even roundabout intimation of what a 
young graduate might do when starting practice. The 
unofficial communication of Mr. Thatcher’s was, he be- 
lieved, the first intimation upon which they could rely. 
The use of the extra letter “L” after M.R.C.V.S. had 
been generally condemned by those who had spoken. 
Attention having been drawn to the point perhaps some 
of those who had recently adopted the designation might 
be inclined to drop it. The title of “ Professor” he 
should pass over as being distinctly too personal. In 
connection with solicitation and touting, Mr. Gray made 
some remarks which were very difficult to interpret. He 
was not quite sure whether Mr. Gray intended to support 
touting or to condemn solicitation ; in fact his remarks 
might be used in support of either side of the question. 
The question of keaping a forge had attracted more at. 
tention than any other point in the paper. He found 
that five speakers spoke distinctly in favour of keeping 
a forge, while four condemned the practice, one with a 


qualification, so that the arguments on the question of 


whether a forge was a desirable acquisition for a veteri- 
nary surgeon might be said to be equally balanced. From 
his observation and experience of young members of the 
profession he had formed the opinion that in their desire 


of late years to improve the status, practitioners had 


been inclined to neglect what might be called the practi- 


cal details of the profession. 


Although recent members of the profession might be 


considered decidedly better educated than those of twenty 
or thirty years ago he did not think they were so well 
adapted for the performance of the duties of veterinary 
surgeons. They had no inherent weakness, but owing 
to the feeling which had generated in the younger bran- 
ches of the profession there was less inclination for those 
members to practice what were called the manipulatory 
details of the profession. other, p | 

ers were gradually growing out of an inclination to soil 
their fingers or clothes. He did not think the veterinary 
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Mr. Butters thought that they ought to communicate 
their operations and cases to the lay press as a kind of 
professional advertisement. He had observed that that 
was the general leaning of Mr. Butters throughout his 
London career. In speaking upon any subject connected 
with the profession he had always shown an inclination 
for advertisement—not personal advertisement but pro- 
fessional advertisement—he wanted to keep the profes- 
sion to the front, he wanted to get the profession in the 
newspapers. Mr. Butters therefore thought that when- 
ever a proposition came forward to send a delegate toa 
Sanitary Congress it should be done ; and that was his 
gg for his argument of writing to the lay press. 

r. Butters also gave us an example of what he con- 
sidered a useful method of advertisement the announce- 
ment in the lay press of an operation, such as replacing 
the teeth of a dog by a false set ; he thought that would 
do good to the profession. Of course opinions differed 
on such subjects. Mr. Banham had simply confined his 
—_—— of writing to the lay press by saying it was use- 
ful. He understood the general feeling in the profession 
was that writing to the lay press was not favourable to 
the success of the profession—it was not favourable to 
successful practice. Certain members of the profession 
who were in the habit of making communications to 
weekly papers and answering correspondence—called 
veterinary editors, were a most despicable lot. Of course 
he did not refer to veterinary editors who were strictly 

rofessional, but the veterinary editors of lay papers. 

hey apparently succeeded in earning a certain income 
by such a mode of labour, and although of recent years 
their communications were written with considerably 
more care, and if they did not understand a question 
asked they usually suggested the calling in of a veterin- 
ary surgeon (a feature in the correspondence which was 
very often neglected in former years), he thought the 
general opinion regarding writing to the lay press was 
unfavourable. Mr. Villar did not so much object to 
communications to the lay press as to the veterinary 
editor who took charge of the veterinary column. He 
almost went tke length of saying that a communication 
to the lay press on something connected with veterinary 
diseases might be beneficial, but that the veterinary 
editor who accepted a salary or fee for conducting a 
veterinary column of advice was decidedly distasteful. 
Several speakers had condemned the giving of testi- 
monials ; he gathered from that that they also objected 
to their publication. The only speaker who had noticed 
his remarks regarding instrument catalogues was Col. 
Nunn, who thought that a distinction ought to be drawn 
between the adaptation of an instrument and an inven- 
tion. He quite agreed with him. He thought that any- 
one in the profession who invented an instrument was 
perfectly entitled to connect his name with his invention, 
and if he could obtain any pecuniary benefit or even 
kudos, by all means he was entitled to it. His remarks 
were directed against those instruments which were 
simply adaptations of instruments already in existence. 
Such adaptations were entered in catalogues, were 
written about in the papers and spoken of in professional 
conversation as if they were the inventions of the in- 
dividuals whose names were sometimes coupled with 
them. It was the spurious title that he wished to con- 
demn. If a maa saw an instrument, slightly improved 
and altered it, and called it is own without acknowledg- 
ing the first invention he was dishonest. He ought to 
confess where he obtained his idea. One speaker, he 
believed Mr. Villar, objected to an inventor or an 
adapter patenting an instrument. The present state of 
the patent law in this country was not very satisfactory ; 


indeed, as a recent writer had put it, anyone could pro- 
tect a broom-handle by a provisional specification. 
There was a prospect of a considerable improvement in ! 
the patent law of the country, and he believed that in a: 
few years time when a patent was applied for distinct 


' posed to that of the practitioner who had charge of the 


consideration would be given to the model, the specifica- 
tion and the other particulars furnished when the claim: 
was made. He was sorry Mr. Villar was not present, for 
the reason that he had some very pointed remarks to 
make in connection with his criticism. Mr. Villar began 
by saying that the first twenty-five minutes of his (Pro- 
fessor Macqueen’s) remarks were more suitable for a class. 
of senior students than for members of the profession. 
He was quite prepared for a remark of that kind comin 
from a member of Council, but he was rather surpris 
that it should come from a man of the reforming nature 
of Mr. Villar. Mr. Villar apparently was not a member 
of the Registration Committee—he did not know whether 
the members ought to congratulate him upon that or 
not—but he was a member of Council, and he approached 
a question of the kind under discussion in the old- 
fashioned mood which was usually connected with a 
grandfather—“ What has posterity done for me? Why 
should I do anything for posterity?’ He had no in- 
clination to make any alteration for the younger men,. 
therefore his (Professor Macqueen’s) remarks did not 
appeal to Mr. Villar ; in other words he had reached that 
stage of his professional career when it was useless to: 
make any amends. He saw no prospect of helping the 
lame dog over the stile. There was not the slightest 
doubt that Mr. Villar had arrived at that pecuniary state 
when he could afford to dispense with the issuing of 
circulars and cards: he no longer looked back on the 
way hecame. It was not in Mr. Villar’s book when he 
saw a number of young men coming forward, to give 
them a few hints as to how hegot on. He did not know 
whether Mr. Villar attended church or chapel, but cer- 
tainly one might doubt if his creed allowed him to ex- 
tend a helping hand to the young men of the profession.. 
The remarks did not appeal tu him ; he saw no need 
for any improvement, and therefore he looked upon the 
suggestions of the paper as so much wasted time. 
Another remark made by Mr. Villar he thought was 
quite uncalled for ; he said the sting of the address was 
at the end. (f course the sting ought to be at the end, 
but there was nosting in his address. Mr. Villar said 
that he “went” for the Registration Committee. He 
denied anything of the kind. He did not go for the 
Registration Committee. He knew nothing about the 
Registration Committeemen, and why should he go for 
them. He did not know its position, and was not aware 
until Mr. Villar said so that he was not a member of 
that Committee. He had no inclination to criticise 
the Registration Committee. Mr. Villar, however, was: 
not present to correct himself. Mr. Johnson and Mr. 
Gray had both referred to the Royal Veterinary College, 
one of them dealing with the Royal Veterinary College 
van, which was allowed to perambulate the streets with 
the inserpition on it “Royal Veterinary College. Ap- 
parently that was considered objectionable. One of the 
two gentlemen had referred to the Veterinary College 
issuing a circular, or something to be had for the asking, 
in which the terms for treatment were given. Mr. Gray 
referred to the Royal Veterinary Cullege Calendar, in 
which the fees were given, and made some rather severe 
remarks and he (Prof. Macqueen) as an officer of the 
Royal Veterinary College he thought he ought to reply 
to them. On page 540 of The Veterinary Record for the 
present year, which contained a report of the discussion 
on the paper, sentences occurred which might be sup- 
posed to be an impeachment of the Royal Veterinary 
College. The points were emphasised (1) that the Royal 
Veterinary College did work for less money than any 
practitioner outside, that in doing so it starved its former 
pupils and entered into competition with thew ; the 
second point being that in giving an cpinion regarding 
some dispute as to a horse, say lameness or any other 
point, the veterinary professor who might bave been 
consulted habitually gave an opinion diametrically OP- 


= 


| 
ee 
4 
4 
va 
j 
hie 
Tah 
| 
4 4 
Pe 
Ry 
af 
7 
19 
|" 43) 
ait 
erie 
a 
| 


May 3, 1902 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


‘horse previously. In replying to those points he re- 
minded the members that the Royal Veterinary College 
was in existence before the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. If there was any such thing as evidence of 

rescriptive right in the veterinary profession surely the 

oyal Veterinary College possessed it. Apart altogether 
from that, the Royal Veterinary College exacted a sub- 
scription from every person who desired to benefit 
through the services of its officers, and if members of the 
profession were in the same position, exacting from their 
clients a fee of two guineas per annum, he had not the 
slightest doubt they would find themselves in a very 
satisfactory condition. 

Mr. Gray said his argument was that the College did 
- exact fees from all the people who sent their animals 
there. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said a fee was charged to subscribers, 
‘that fee being equal to a premium which, in private prac- 
tice, would count considerably in the cash book of the 

ractitioner. As to entering into competition with the 
‘Fellows, the boot was on the other leg; it was the stu- 
dents that entered into competition with the College. 
The College was in existence first. It educated its stu- 
dents. They went into practice knowing the conditions. 
He could not see that there was any such competition. 
‘The two things were not comparable. 

Mr. Gray: If there were no students there would be 
no College. 

R38 PERRYMAN asked what the fee of two guineas in- 
cluded. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said he had not a copy of the Royal 
Veterinary College’s Calendar with him, but if Mr. 
Perryman was very anxious to have an answer to his 
-question, he should be very happy to supply him with 
one. Some of the privileges of the College were actu- 
ally taken advamtage of by members of the prcfession 
who apparently were in a difficulty. When they had a 
difficalt case they were in the habit of sending their 
horses to the College, thus obtaining the privileges of a 
subscriber without extra payment. He did not know 
that those who were in competition with one another 
were usually in the habit of exchanging opinions in that 
friendly fashion. If;a practitioner found the College use- 
‘ful to the extent of assisting him in cases of difficulty re- 
garding animals, it seemed to him it was a mutual 
arrangement distinctly beneficial. Such a privilege a 
‘former graduate of the College was entitled to. _ The 
privileges of ordinary persons who were not veterinary 
surgeons he was unable to give off-hnnd, but they could 
‘be obtained very easily. 

With regard to the College van, that vehicle had at 
one time “ Royal Veterinary College” on each side of it 
‘in rather large letters. He believed that was done by 
the builder without any special instruction, and he be- 
lieved the inscription would still have been seen on the 
‘College van but for the financial reason that when the 
van was painted it was considered to cost too much 
(laughter), and as there was no special pecuniary advan- 
tage to be derived from having “ Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege” on it, it was thought unnecessary to retain the 
letters. However, they might be replaced, because per- 
haps it would be of some advantage to make a distinc- 
tion between the Royal Veterinary College van and vans 
possessed by other practitioners. By and by, when the 
Royal Veterinary College opened a branch in the West 

nd, as might be the case—seeing that there was an In- 
Ciination on the part of the profession to challenge com- 
petition—by carrying the war into the enemy’s camp, It 
Was possible they might then developa little more in the 

way of advertisement. He did not object to any van 
having an inscription on it. As far as he could see 
there was nothing to be gained by it. He did not 
‘quite understand what Mr. Gray was aiming at with 
regard to his remarks on giving an opinion. Be- 
cause an opinion was given diametrically opposed 


to that of the practitioner who might have had the 
case in charge, was that to be condemned simply 
because of the fact! He was of opinion that it should 
not. Where a second opinion was sought by the members 
of the veterinary or any other profession, if the individual 
giving the second opinion was not capable of giving it 
ree from bias, the opinion was not worth having. 

Mr. Gray said that if a practitioner attended a horse 
and the client was dissatisfied and another prectitioner 
was called in to see that horse and gave an opinion 
diametrically opposed to the first practitioner, the second 
practitioner would be conieneal as acting in an un- 
professional manner. 

Prof. MACQueEEN said he considered that was quite a 
wrong interpretation of the rights of consultation. Any 
professional man was perfectly entitled to his opinion 
regarding a case, and he should look upon the prac- 
titioner who had not sufficient courage of his convictions 
to express himself accordingly as being unworthy of 
consultation. An opinion given diametrically opposed 
to that of the practitioner might not be convenient. It 
might be rather harsh, it might be hurtful in its effects ; 
but taking the other side of the argument and pushing 
it to its logical conclusion, if the opinion given was in 
favour of the practitioner who first had the case under 
his charge, he supposed the Professor would always be 
looked upon with favour, but because he happened to 
give an opinion different from the first practitioner, it 
was supposed there was something wrong. The con- 
sultant was called in at the instigation of the owner of 
the animal or the veterinary surgeon, and his opinion 
ought to be given irrespective of who called him in, and 
if his opinion was diametrically opposed to that of the 
practitioner it could not be helped. 

Mr. Gray said it was unprofessional to give an opinion 
when he knew another man had been attending the 
case. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said that Mr. Gray’s point was that 
if the consultant happened to know that a horse had 
been seen by a practitioner some time before, he ought 
to withhold his opinion until he could see the first prac- 
titioner, otherwise he committed a breach of professional 
etiquette. Hew was the consultant to find that ont? 
How was any official of the College to find out whether 
a horse had been seen or not! They did not keep a staff 
of agents. They were not on the telephone ; they could 
not ring up every veterinary surgeon in London in order 
to ascertain whether he had seen the horse. Even sup- 
posing another veterinary surgeon had seen the horse, 
should it make the slightest difference / Not the slightest! 
(Prof. Pritchard : Let us hope not.) The other points 
raised by Mr. Gray in connection with the professors he 
should pass over. I[t was unfortunate that Mr. Gray 
seemed to suffer from some kind of animus against the 
Institution, but probably he might recover from his con- 
dition of mind and think differently. With regard to 
the Registration Committee he said certain things in his 
paper regarding what ought to be done if there was a 
desire in the profession to alter bye-law 113. He adhered 
to all he said on that occasion. If there was a desire to 
make a modification of bye-law 113 so as to make con- 
ditions of practice with regard to advertising or making 
oneself known to the public a little more agreeable, then 
the proper way to do so, as he said in his paper, was to 
vote with a purpose at the election of members of 
Council. He did not believe there was any better way 
of carrying out the suggestion. They must alter the 
character of the members of Council, and therefore as a 
natural consequence would alter the feeling, or at least 
the probable actions of the members of the Registration 
Committee. But he did not speak from any actual 
knowledge of the actions of the Registration Committee. 
They might be, as Mr. Villar said, doing their best, and 


if so he sincerely sympathised with them in their efforts. 


Judging by results, they apparently were not very hard 
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worked. He noticed that Mr. Slocock sympathised sin- 
cerely with them but for another reason. He sympathised 
with them because gentlemen were sent in the first 
instance into the Council, and then by a sort of admiration 
vote were drafted into various committees, 
where they either distinguished or extinguished them- 
selves. They were probably exceedingly good workers, and 
according to the stray remarks which were made, usually 
in after-dinner speeches at country veterinary society 
meetings, One would gather that the Registration Com- 
mittee was an exceedingly hard-worked body ; they sat 
so many hours every quarter, and disposed of so many 
cases, 

He did not propose to refer to the adverse criticism of 
Mr. Banham. p to a certain stage Mr. Banham’s 
speech was distinctly admirable, and he listened to it 
with very great pleasure, but when that gentleman passed 
on to matters which were distinctly personal, which con- 
cerned himself and his dealings with the Registration 
Committee, he had no further interest in them. He 
knew nothing of Mr. Banham’s difficulties with the 
Registration Committee, and the so-called circular. [A 
Voice: That is what the profession ought to be acquain- 
ted with.] But judging from the reports that had ap- 
wer in The Veterinary Record, he looked upon Mr. 

anham as an exceedingly ill-used man; he had been 
exceedingly harshly treated. He knew nothing of what 
had transpired inside the Committee room, but from 
what had been reported there was not the slightest doubt 
that the Registration Committee could not pin its pres- 
tige upon its dealings with Mr. Banham. He was ex- 
ceedingly sorry that Mr. Thatcher had not thought it 
desirable to say anything regarding bye-law 113; and 
until Mr. Clarke’s contribution was before the meeting 
and an opportunity was given to discuss it, he thought it 
better to defer making any further remarks regarding 
the bye-law. (App.) 

On the motion of Mr. Burrers, seconded by Mr. 
Gray, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Professor 
Macqueen for his admirabls paper. 


“ INTERNAL DISCIPLINE OF THE VETERINARY PROFES- 
sion, ETC.”—By Mr. W. RoGer CLARKE. 
[See p. 662, April 26.] 

On the motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Hunt- 
ING, the discussion of the paper was adjourned to the 
next meeting, and a vote of thanks to the Chairman 
terminated the proceedings. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


ACTION FOR SLANDER. 
J. J. Gorman v. THos. McKIn ey. 


A case of an unusual character was heard before the 
Magistrate’s Civil Court, being an action for slander by 
James J. Gorman, Government Veterinary Surgeon, in 
which he claimed £20 compensation for damages alleged 
to have been sustained through Thomas McKinley hav- 
ing stated in the presence and hearing of Arthur Nell, 
C. R. Edmonds and others, “I have never seen his dip- 
loma,” or, “I don’t believe he has any diploma.” 

Defendant denied having made use of such words, and 
pleaded that if he did they were nct intended to refer to 
plaintiff. Healso denied that by the use of the words 
complained of plaintiff had sustained any damage. 

Mr. Allan Welsh (Frames and Coghlan) was for the 
—: and Mr. Donald Welsh (Bate and Welsh) was 

or defendant. 

Arthur Nell, Chief Clerk in the Civil Commissioner’s 
Department, said that about the middle of December he 
met Mr. McKinley in Mr. Gorman’s office. Messrs. 


Yates and Patterson were present with others, and some 
conversation took place. Witness left the office with 
McKinley and Patterson. The latter said to witness, 
“That man (Gorman) is not a ‘vet,’ and I don’t believe 
he’s qualified. I’ve never seen his certificates. McKin- 
ley further told him that the trouble was that Gorman 
had cast some of his horses—one in particular—and that 
if he could help it he would have no more of his horses 
examined by Gorman asa veterinary surgeon. Witness 
understood McKinley to mean that Gorman was not 

ualified as a veterinary surgeon, and that he had there- 
ore no right to grant certificates. 

Cross-examined : It was a matter of little importance 
to him and would not have influenced him against send- 
ing a horse to Gorman for treatment. He supposed 
there was some ill-feeling between McKinley and Gor- 
man. 

Lieutenant William Ponsonby Lowther of the Tas- 
manian Mounted Infantry, corroborated the evidence of 
Mr. A. Nell, as to McKinley making remarks in Gor- 
man’s presence, and also that of Vet. Officer Edmonds, 
He did not notice what was said, as he thought it wasa 
personal quarrel between McKinley and Gorman. The 
conversation took place at Edmond’s house. He heard 
McKinley tell Gorman he had not got a diploma, and 
that if he had, why did he not show it. 

Cross-examined: McKinley’s remarks made no im- 

ression on his mind, and he would still send horses to 

r. Gorman and Mr. Edmonds. 

Charles Robert Edmonds, veterinary surgeon in Bula- 
wayo, deposed to recollecting McKinley, Gorman, Clark, 
and the last witness being at his place about a month 
ago. McKinley said to Gorman, “I have never seen 
your diploma, no one else ever has seen it, and I don't 
believe you have one.” 

Cross-examined : He also said, “ Before you examine 
any more horses, I should very much like to see your 
diploma.” The words made no difference whatever, in 
his estimation, of Mr. Gorman’s ability. 

Re-examined : He advised Gorman next day to come 
to some settlement with McKinley. They were both 
friends of witness’s and he wanted them to fix up the 
quarrel. 

Charles Clark, a farmer, said he was present at the 
omg of the last witness on the occasiun mentioned by 

im. As soon as Gorman and McKinley started talking 
he saw things were going to be unpleasant, so he left at 
once and did not know what they talked about. 

James Joseph Gorman, plaintiff in the case, a veteri 
nary surgeon in the employ of the B.S.A. Co., said he 
qualified in Glasgow, 1894, and had been a Government 
veterinary surgeon since 1897, five years. When at Mr. 
Edmond’s house McKinley said to him (witness) : I don’t 
believe ee ave any diploma, and [ don’t believe you 
ever had one.” He did not think anything of this at the 
time, and told McKinley he had not come there to talk 
business, and McKinley could have half an hour any 
time at his oftice with him. It was raining at the 
time, so he could not leave. That was on the 12th 
inst. On the 14th Mr. Nell told him that McKinley had 
made a statement and was giving him “beans” gener- 
ally. He brought this action to clear his reputation. 

Cross-examined : He could not prove at the moment 
he was a qualified man; that took time. But he h 
satisfied those whv had appointed him he was a veterinary 
surgeon or he would not have been appointed. Mr. Mc- 
Kinley’s statements were calculated to affect his reputa- 
tion with the public but not with the Government olicials. 
He was entitled to practise privately He mislaid his 
diploma and medal in 1896, but was on the Register. He 
left his diploma, etc, with a friend in Capetown, 40 
expected to get them ina month or so. He was as? 
taking steps to get duplicates. After further evidence 
witness said that he had condemned a horse of Mr. McKi- 
ley’s, and could not say whether other vets had certifi 
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it to be sound. He did not know what damage he had 
suffered, as he did not know what his clients would do, 
but he had incurred legal expenses, and he considered he 
had suffered at least £20 damages. 

for the defence Thomas McKinley, defendant in the 
case, said he remembered talking to Nell. He said he 
did not believe Gorman had a diploma, and that he 
would take good care that he did not pass any more of 
his horses until he produced it. He knew at the time 
Gorman had lost his diploma, and also that he was on 
the register of veterinary surgeons. He did not say to 
Nell “That man is not a vet.” because he knew he was 
one. He said the same thing to Gorman that he did to 
Nell, as to producing a diploma, etc. That was because 
he knew it would take him some time to get his diploma, 
and he meant to serve him out for the way Gorman had 
treated him. There had been ill-feeling between them 
over horses which Gorman had ?ejected. It became acute 
over a horse witness had supplied to Chief Inspector 
Smith, and which Gorman rejected. Major Smith in- 
formed witness, in a very loud voice, in a public dining 
room in Gwelo of the rejection of the horse by Gorman. 

Cross-examined : He told Nell about Gorman using 
these words, “I have never seen his diploma, and I don’t 
believe he has one.” He said the same thing to Edmonds. 
He did not think his words would lead people to believe 
Gorman was not a qualified vet. He was very angry at 
the time, but was likely to be more careful in future. 

By the Court: He knew Gorman could vindicate his 
profession character and he (witness) just wanted to pay 
off old scores. 

His Worship, in giving his decision, said that judgment 
would be for the plaintiff for £10 and costs. e would 
not award the full amount claimed, because plaintiff had 
not sustained, in his opinion, much damage, owing tu the 
persons to waom defendant made his statements not 
treating them seriously or giving them credence. 

Judgement for plaintiff accordingly.— 7he Buluwayo 
Chronicle. 


A ROW ABOUT HORSES. 


The Works and depé6t Committee recommended that 
the tender of Mr. T. S. Price for veterinary attendance 
on the Council’s horses at £1 per horse per annum be 
accepted. On this a terrible storm arose. Councillor 
Revitt objected to the recommendation, while he, Coun- 
cillor Attenborough, and others pointed out that al- 
though they had been led to helieve the lowest tender 
had been accepted in every case, the fact was that Mr. 
Coleman, of Newington Causeway, had offered to do the 
same work for 15s. per horse. 

Councillor J. G. Emmett vigorously contended that 
the Council had done the right and proper thing. Mr. 

rice was absolutely the very best veterinary surgeon in 
South London, and if his price was higher than 
other people’s, the Council would get value for their 
money. 

Councillor Hilton, on the ground that the Council had 

n deceived on the subject of whether the persons 
recommended were the lower tenderers or not, moved 
that the whole of the recommendations for the accep- 
tance of contracts be referred back, except the last, and 
protested against the Council being misled. 

Councillor Dobson wanted to know why anybody was | 
asked to compete for this horse contract if the Council | 

ad made up its mind Mr. Price was the very best. He | 
Was one third higher than Mr. Coleman, and the differ- 
ence was no small one; and he contended that Mr. 


Coleman’s reputation justified the Council in accepting 
tender. He moved as an amendment that Mr. Cole- 
man's tender be accepted. 

peaking on the amendment, Councillor J. G. Emmett } 


relerred to Mr. Price’s large experience, and contended ' 


he would be the best man in the end for the Council. 
As a horse owner he considered Mr. Price more worth 
£1 per horse than Mr. Coleman was worth 15s. 

A very angry debate ensued, and on a show of hands 
being taken, 23 voted for the amendment, and 24 against. 
On this the dissentients demanded a division, in which 
they were supported. by the Deputy Mayor, when the 
voting ran, for the amendment, 26; against, 29. The 
Committee’s recommendation to employ Mr. Price was 
therefore carried.—South London Chronicle. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


The returns for Great Britain under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts are now compiete for the first quarter of 
the current year. In so far as they relate to swine fever, 
anthrax, glanders, and rabies, we have tabulated the 
weekly figures in the statement below, whilst the totals 
for the first quarters of the immediately preceding years 
are included for purposes of comparison :— 

Swine Fever. Anthrax. Glanders. Rabies 


19 2. Out- Swine Out- Out- 

Week ended breaks. slaughtered breaks. breaks. Cases. 
Jan. 4. 44 251 23 26 — 
Jan. 11 39 406 14 19 - 
Jan. 18 35 224 17 31 — 
Jan. 25 34 151 13 20 -- 
Feb. 1 46 253 16 22 I 
Fed. 8 30 128 19 21 1 
Feb. 15 17 66 19 18 -- 
Feb, 22 22 92 14 16 1 
March 1 23 142 17 21 -- 
March 8 28 99 18 23 2 
March 15 30 97 13 22 | 
March 22 27 91 9 28 I 
March 29 24 122 15 22 aa 
Total 13 

weeks 399 2122 205 289 7 
Ist Quarter 

1901 625 3165 163 322 | 

1900 438 4980 140 259 - 

1899 594 8077 135 176 | 

1898 578 11,466 156 197 7 

1897 785 13,544 129 196 49 

156 193 200 


1896 1,524 19,596 


VETERINARY WITNESSES. 


Mr. Justice Wills has the public vn his side in his denun- 
ciation of the ways of expert witnesses giving evidence as 
to the value of property. It is no uncommon thing for the 
expects on the side of the would-be buyer to value a thing 
at less than half the price put upon it by the experts 
called in by the possible seller, and, as the judge remarked, 
ditferences of this kind bring discredit in their train. 
When he was young, the Judge added, there was the 
same disgraceful discrepancy in the evidence of doctors 
who were called in to describe the injuries inflicted upon 
plaintiffs in railway and other accidents. Bit by bit the 
doctors, urged on by lawyers on the bench and at the 
bar, grew ashamed of the practice of jumping to extremes 
on the inspirations of heavy fees, and mended their ways. 
Property valuers are now advised to be as amenable to 
reason and integrity as the members of the medical pro- 
fession have become. How will they respond to the call 


which is made upon them ? 

A Horse Warranty Case. Paine & Co. v. Knapp. 
This was a claim for £35 in respect of a horse sold, 

which, it was said, afterwards became lame. Mr. Ellis 


d for the plaintiff, and Mr. Abinger (barrister) for 
It contended on behalf of plaintiffs that 
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the horse did not turn out as warranted. George Paine, 
a Southborough tradesman, said he purchased a horse 


from defendant for £35 pounds on the understanding j 


that the animal was “sound in every way.” The horse, 
however, three weeks after the purchase, became very 
lame, and Mr. Knapp was written to about the matter. 
William Telford, partner with Mr. Paine, gave similar 
evidence. He also stated that £35 was paid for the horse. 
Albert Collins, a shoeing-smith, next deposed to the 
lameness of the horse. Mr. Crowhurst, M.R.C.V.S. 
(Maidstone), Mr. Gregory, (Tonbridge), Mr. Robers (Ton- 
bridge Wells), and Mr. Perkins (Hastings) also gave 
evidence as to the lameness of the animal. Defendant, 
a jobmaster, said he in the first instance purchased the 
horse at Kensington for £30, and it was a sound horse. 
Plaintiffs expressed satisfaction with the horse after pur- 
chasing it, but no warranty was given with the animal, 
as it was then all right. The preliminary negotiations in 
respect of the sale of the horse were by telephone. His 
Honour here observed that no sensible person would 
trust too much to the telephone in matters of important 
business. For instance, only the persons at each end 
could know what was transmitted, so there could be no 
corroborative evidence such as could be used in a case like 
that then before the Court. After a very prolonged 
hearing of the case, his Honour gave judgment for 
defendant, with costs, and in strong terms condemned 
what he said had been the “ flatly contradictory evidence 
of the veterinary witnesses on either side” in the case. 
—Sussex Daily News. 


WILLIAM ALSTON EDGAR, F.R.C.V.S. 


The death of Mr. Edgar deprives the veterinary pro- 
fession of one oj its best men. Although he has not con- 
tributed much to our literature, whatever he wrote was 
good. He will be missed at the meetings of the veteri- 
nary Associations, where he spoke forcibly and well. 
During the years he was a member of the Council ‘he 
took an active aes part in raising and maintain- 
ing the standard of education. 

At Downton Agricultural College Mr. Edgar for many 
years held the position of Professor of Veterinary Science 
and attained great credit for methodical arrangement 
and clear elucidation of his subject. As a practitioner 
Edgar established a wide reputation. To the most up- 
to-date scientific knowledge he added the power to 4 
serve correctly. Personally he was one of the most 
charming of men—active, alert, and agreeable. Methodi- 
cal in his habits, he was raised above the humdrum of 
every-day affairs by a deep strain of idealism. He was 
saved from being a dreamer by his active business habits 
and by a strong belief in the earnestness of life. Mr. 
Edgar was an educated gentleman, honest in his beliefs, 
and untiring in his efforts to push forward that which he 
was convinced was for the good of others. At Dartford, 
as our extract shows, those who knew him most inti- 
mately feel their loss keenly. 

Mr. Edgar’s son succeeds to the practice. 


Witu1am Atston Epaar, F.R.C.V.S., Dartford. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1879. 


It is with feelings of the deepest regret—regret which 
will be shared by every member of the community — 
that we have to record the death of Professor William 
Alston Edgar, of the Dartford Veterinary Intirmary, 
Camden House, Spital Street, who has passed away, 
after a brief illness, in the prime of life, and in the zenith 
of his professional fame. We understand that Professor 
Edgar was seized with an acute attack of pneumonia, 
following influenza, and notwithstanding that local sur. 
gical skill was supplemented by the advice of a specialist 
of the foremost rank, succumbed to the malady last 
Wednesday. A widespread sorrow is felt at a loss wihch 
is well nigh irreparable—of a townsman of such high 


eg 
4 
a” 
; 
{ 


talent, of such unsullied reputation, and with such lofty 
ideals. In his younger days, Professor Edgar was ap 
athlete who had no equal for a wide radius, and at such 
select gatherings as the athletic sports at the City 
Asylum, Stone, would give evidence of his proficiency in 
racing, especially over hurdles, which he cleared with a 
grace and agility that won enthusiastic a. Whilst 
evidently the Professor was a strong believer in the ad. 
vantages of physical training, he was a most diligent 
student in the profession in which he was engaged, and 
ultimately arrived at a position of great distinction. He 
became a Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur. 
geons, and a Professor of Downton Agricultural College, 
He was an author of some repute in cognate subjects, 
and occasionally read papers before the learned societies 
on branches of the science to which he had devoted his 
professional life. The deceased gentleman held a high 
and honoured position in his profession, and his scientific 
knowledge was of an extensive character, and held in the 
greatest repute. The Dartford Veterinary Infirmary 
became known as the great centre for treatment of the 
diseases of animals, and the Professor’s clzentéle was very 
numerous. He was also veterinary medical officer of the 
Dartford Urban District Council. In private life he 
won no less esteem by his courtesy and affability, and in 
religious circles he was a etme figure. Professor 
Edgar was an earnest and able exponent of the faith that 
was in him, and was bound by no sectarian trammels in 
the dissemination of his evangelistic teaching, bein 
found in the chapels of the town, the Memorial Hall 
Wilmington mission room, or in the open streets, plead- 
ing his message to bring in from the highways and the 
byways. Such was our townsman who is now no more 
amongst us, one of the brightest and most valued 
figures in Dartford’s modern history—a man, take him 
for all in all, we may not look on his like again. This is 
no panegyric, but the simple tribute due to his profes- 
sional ability and private worth. Professor Edgar sus- 
tained a severe blow a year or two back in the loss of 
one of his promising sous. It hardly need be added that 
the sympathy of every citizen, and of many arourd 
Dartford, and in distant places, will attend his bereaved 
widow and family in the severe loss they have sustained. 
The active and lithe form is still, the bright intellect ex- 
tinguished, but for long will pleasant and proud memories 
linger of one who was an ornament to the community 
amongst which he thought and worked, and in whose 
welfare, social and spiritual, he took so deep, so constant 
an interest. 


GrorGE ALEXANDER Rotts, M.R.C.V.S., Arundel. 
Edin: April, 1867. 


After liggering between life and death for upwards of 
a fortnight. Councillor Rolls succumbed yesterday after- 
noon (April 22nd) to the injuries which he sustain 

through being thrown from his dog-cart on Friday, the 
4th. It will be remembered that he was driving into 
Arundel late in the afternoon. When about half way 
down Station Road the horse got on the pavement, at 

the cart, coming into contact with the hedge fencing; 
turned over, Councillor Rolls being precipitated head- 
foremost on to the kerbing, while the dog cart was 
smashed to pieces. Councillor Rolls, on being picked up 
by Police-Superintendent H. White and P. C. Aylivs 
who had witnessed the occurrence, was found to be ul 
conscious, with terrible wounds about the head. He “4 
conveyed home with all possible speed, and Dr. M. M. 


Loudon, M.D., was immediately in attendance upon him. 
Mrs. Rolls, who was away at Chichester at the time, 
was telegraphed for, and she returned the same evenl0é 
to find her husband in a critical state, suffering from 
concussion of the brain and several superficial wou" i 
From the first it was very doubtful whether he col 

possibly recover, but he partially regained conscious 
and as he got a trifle better, hopes were cherishe a 
friends and public alike that he might survive. Indee® 
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at the end of last week the medical report shewed that 
the patient was maintaining a slight improvement. On 
Sunda , however, he became worse ; and the bulletin on 
Monday morning stated that his condition was ap- 
parently hopeless. This was in truth an indication 
that the end was approaching. The deceased breathed his 
last at two o’clock on Tuesday. By the death of Council- 
lor Rolls Arundel has lost another public man whose 
presence will be missed more or less by all classes of 
people. Of a particularly kind-hearted and jocular dis- 
position, he was never appealed to in vain for a worthy 
cause, and he often gave liberally in cases not of a public 
nature. His chief public work was that connected with 
the Town Council, of which he had been a member for 
eighteen years. Duringa large portion of that period he 
was an Alderman, and on three occasions, namely, in 
1890, 1896, and 1897, he was Mayor of the ancient 
borough. It was in 1897, the year of the Diamond 
Jubilee, when he entertained the Sussex Mayors to meet 
the Lord Mayor of Sheffield, an office which at that 
time was held by the Duke of Norfolk, and the success 
of that function will be long remembered by many. Pro- 
fessionally he was regarded as a veterinary surgeon of 
considerable knowledge and experience, and among other 
appointments which he held was that under the Board of 
Agriculture for the Arundel district. Prior to coming 
to Arundel he was in partnership with Mr. A. H. Smith, 
of Worthing, where in later years he had been known as 
an official judge of horses at some of the local shows. 
Councillor Rolls, who was 57 years of age, leaves a 
widow, but no children, and the deepest sympathy will 
be extended by the inhabitants to Mrs. Rolls, who is 
greatly respected and esteemed by all who know her.— 
Brighton Argus. 


The funeral took place at the Arundel Borough Ceme- 
tery on Tuesday afternoon (29th) amid universal tokens 
of respect and sympathy. From the day that the late 
Councillor Rolls passed away many of the business 
establishments in Arundel had exhibited mourning 
boards, but yesterday there was hardly a building which 
did not in some way outwardly show this mark of respect 
for the memory of the dead, while the flag was hoisted 
at half-mast over the Town Hall. The funeral was pre- 
ceded by a number of exquisite floral tributes borne on 
an open bier. Then followed the Mayor and members of 
the Town Council in their robes of office. 

Followiag the hearse were the relatives ; Mr. Henry 
Smith, Worthing; Dr. Loudon, and Nurse A. R. 

eatherley. The members of various public bodies 
with which Councillor Rolls had been associated, in- 
cluding the East Preston Guardians and Rural District 
Council, the Howard Lodge of Freemasons, No. 56 ; and 
Messrs. F. L. Davie, D. Ovenstone, and J. A. Todd, 
M.R.C.V.S., were present on behalf of the Worthing 
Horse Parade. Among others, Mr. J. W. Pritchard 
M.R.C.V.S. The body was lowered into the family 
vault, in which the deceased’s parents had been in- 
terred, and the inscription on the coffin read :—“ Alexan- 
der George Rolls, Died 23rd April, 1902, Aged 56 years.’ 
—Sussexr Daily News. 


Personal. 

Dawson—Srewart.—At Ajmere, on 2nd April, 1902, 
by the Rev. Heskett-Biggs, Chaplain, William Orford, 
LCV.D., eldest son of Major Dawson, of Mount Offaly, 
Co. Kildare, Ireland, and Housham Barf, Lincolnshire, 
Kathleen Seymour, youngest daughter of Major- 
neral Sir Norman Stewart, Bart, and grand-daughter 
of the late Field Marshall Sir Dcenald Steward, Bart.— 

he Pioneer, India. 


Mr Charles Tyler and Capt. Crole have been engaged 
y the Natal Government Veterinary Department, and 
proceeded to Durban per hospital ship Orcana. 


Cattle Disease in Rhodesia. 


It is announced from Buluwayo that the cattle disease 
has reached Gwelo, and it is feared that it will dislocate 
all transport. Owners of cattle are refusing to go near 
the infected area. The veterinary surgeons do not under- 
stand the disease. The Buluwayo Chamber of Mines 
has telegraphed to the Government that the disease 
threatens to paralyse the mining industry, as it is im- 
possible to get ag to the mines. Transport riders 
who had loaded for Selukwe have turned back. The 
— seems to be exceedingly virulent.— 7’he Morning 

ost. 

_ [This is vague. Does it refer to some new epizootic or to 
rinderpest ? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Several communications are again unavoidably held over 


AN UNKNOWN QUALIFICATION. 


Dear Sir, 
Pernaps some of your readers can inform me what 
R.M.V.S. means on the enclosed label.—Yours, ete. 
RoyaL MARINES. 


COLIC DRINKS FOR HORSES. 


Drrections.—One third part of the contents of this 
bottle to given in a pint of warm water or beer. Quite 
suitable for Gripes, Inflammation of the Bowels, or 
Stoppage of Water. May be repeated every two hours, 
if necessary. 


G. & W. SIMSON, RM.V.S. 


A SUGGESTION. 
Dear Sir, 


Seeing the Coronation of our esteemed King Edward 
the VII. is drawing near, I have been thinking it would 
not be a bad idea to offer special privileges to the pro- 
fession. For instance, it would do the professional funas 
a great amount of good, To allow men of goud standing 
who are sound practical men. To furnish, say, with the 
recommendation of six fellows, to become fellows on the 

ayment of the 15 or 20 guineas. These men to be at 
east of 10 to 15 years standing. There are many men 
who should like to be fellows who could easily pass the 
exam. But men who have large extensive practices. 
Have not the time to spare, but are good practitioners. | 
should say the fees in this case would accumulate to a 
large amount of money, and on this occasion may fall 


in with the view of many practitioners.— Yours truly, 
AcCUMULATIVE FuNDs. 


THE NEW A.V.D. WARRANT. 
Sir, 
In your issue of April 19th you advise young men not 
to join the A.V.D., and | think advise them properly. 
It is almost pathetic to see the advertisement week after 
week in your paper, “ Wanted for’ S. Africa, Veterinary 
Surgeons of experience and ability ”—as if veterinary 
surgeons were as plentiful as clerks. Now all this might 
have been avoided if veterinary surgeons of our mounted 
auxiliary forces had been properly recognised by Govern- 
ment. Look at the reserve of qualified men there would 
have been to draw upon. Some two years ago or more, 
after application had been made by our then Council an 
answer was received that there would be a veterinary 
surgeon appointed to every regiment of three squadrons 
and upwards. I know at this time of one yeomanry 
regiment of four syuadrons that has a veterinary surgeon 
in charge, a F.R.C.V.S. with the high-sounding title of 
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Quarter Master Farrier Sergeant. Fancy a Fellow of | jar on his sensitive feelings ; but familiarity soon works 
our College submitting to such! What can you expect | wonders, and very soon we find him dipping into the 
of the common or garden veterinary surgeons when our | unfathomable depths of vice, usually beginning with 
Fellows set such examples. I also know of another| drink. Then may follow any or all of the vices which 
bi , regiment of yeomanry of four squadrons which has a | drink invariably brings in its train. ; 
m in 6 veterinary surgeon in charge, but this time he is onlya| A few months pass and all the moral stamina, which 
4 registered practitioner with the title of Q.M.F. Sergeant, | years of home training had given, is gone, and the young 
4h aie | and when the commanding officer was asked a few years | man who could once say “ No” cannot or does not want 
ago to appoint a veterinary surgeon and commission him | todo so now. __ 
-_ ; as such, the answer was “that it would be done when-| Some may think this a rather extreme view of the 
_ | ever a suitable man appeared.” The late Dr. Fleming is | student’s possible career, but when you consider the 
mS he fe my authority : and at that time there were in the ranks | small percentage of the students who are total abstainers, 
CBee three veterinary surgeons who were eligible socially and | surely you will admit that the picture is not much over. 


professionally. I know of another case in which a | drawn. 
| gentleman applied to be appointed, as there was no| Many have the force of will required to remain a 
ie * veterinary surgeon attached to the regiment, but the | moderate drinker, but how many soon find themselves 


commanding officer wrote through the adjutant that | slaves to the worst master in the world—drink? 
“he did not see the necessity of appointing one.” Now] All students know what this means: study is pro- 


me tiie coe this will always be the case as long as the appointment | crastinated from week to week till the examination is a 
mh it is in the hands of the commanding officer, a might say | few weeks off, and then they find they are unabie to 
Be his adjutant, because as a rule cavalry officers think they | work—as a direct result of their own dissipation. Of 
«Rei know as much, if not more, about the diseases and treat- | course, when the examination comes they fail. When 
i ey ment of horses than any veterinary surgeon. Cannot | these men become Members of R.C.V.S. what are they? 


mo our Council take this matter up? Surely the professors | Sad it is to think that many of them are slaves to drink 
have got all their axes ground by this time ; let them do | and many practically moral wrecks. 


_ F something for the general practitioner now, and let the| What then becomes of them? They are little good in 
. “4 would-be candidates issue their addresses. private practice. Their clients cannot depend on them 
Surtor. | and hence dispense with their services. Many find their 
( ) 4 jbo way into the army and minor public appointments where 
) he by ° they are more independant than in private practice. 

He} t Such being the case, can you wonder at the dis- 
i i RINDERPEST IN S. AFRICA. satisfaction that is felt towards veterinary surgeons 


throughout the country ? 


Due Se. What then might be done to alter our position ? 


In The Daily Chronicle of April 28th there is a tele- 
gram stating that Rinderpest has increased to an alarm- 
ing extent in some districts of South Africa, and that 
“The veterinary surgeons do not understand the disease.” 
1t does not say who is responsible for this sweeping as- 
sertion. I should think it is much more probable that 
the veterinary surgeons do understand the disease, but 
are so bound round with “red-tape” and official ignor- 
ance, that any effort they alt make to check its 
spread would be ng in the bud. 

Why not send Col. Long, R.A, Inspector of Veteri- 
nary Hospitals to the infected districts, accompanied by 
a staff of other “Stellenbosched ” officers in want of a 
job: with his great practical knowledge, and we have it 
from no less an authority than Mr. Brodrick that he 
possesses that, he would no doubt soon stamp it out, and 
thus retrieve his lost laurels; then when he returns home, 
Mr. Hanbury would, I daresay, be pleased to have him 
as one of his experts, and glanders, swine fever, etc., 


With regard to this, there is one at least, who is not 
doing what lies within his power to do for the benefit of 
his profession, and that man is the Professor. Professors’ 
duties offer many opportunities for saying words of 
advice and if necessary of rebuke, either to his class as a 
whole or to an individual student. 

But how often does he lift his little finger against the 
vices which are playing so much inward havoc among bis 
students? Only once or twice do I remember anything 
being said against drunkeness and immorality by 4 
Professor. 

After what has been said one is not to imagine that 
all blame is to be Jaid at the Professor’s door. Not at 
all. For if a student will not help himself, who can! 
Would that a student would look twice at the con- 
sequences before he leaps into the meshes of the prevalent 
vices. 

But when a student leaves home he wants to be 4 
man and do as other men(?) do. The result of this we 


4 oil would soon be things of the past.—Yours 
BH helt 1 Tn view of the evils accruing from those vices I have 
Canterbury. only hinted at, I say—let the student beware of the evils 
if P ‘ around him, let the Professor do what he can, and the 
morality is sure to be materially raised 
2 i n of to 
OUR DEGRADATION. of to-day and the veterinary surgeo 
This needed change would undoubtedly bring other 
ets The thoughts of the readers of this paper were recently changes in its train. a The veterinary ao woul 


turned to what the Editor termed “Our Degradation ”. 
I wonder how many of us rea'ly thought of the causes 
which have brought about the present deplorable sit- 
uation. Many would be content with regretting such a 
state of things, while others, who feel more keenly the 
results of the situation, would probably be finding fault 
with the authorities and other innocent parties. 

Well, I am only a student, but I think I discern a very 
considerable factor in the causation of what we now 
deplore, and that factor is the student himself. 

A young man comes from a good home, say in the 
country. He is ushered into the great new world of city 
life, and at first, what he sees and hears will no doubt 


more respected and more trusted, there would be more 
men able, willing, and ready to fight for the many need 
reforms in things veterinary in Britain to-day. 

A SrTuDENT. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED.— Messrs. 
R. Stewart, J. A. Todd, J. Hart, J. P. Isherwood, W. Robb, 
J. E. Wallis, T. Tranter. Lt. E. E, Martin, Lt. F. D. Hunt. 
F.E.P. ‘ Royal Marines.” 

‘* Suggestions for Management of Horses, Mules, and O.ren 0a 
Board Ship and on Field Service wn S. Africa, with notes on 
their more commen ailments.” War Office, 1902. The 
Morning Post, Dundee Weekly News. 
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